
save ktru 
a brief history of ktru as a 
student-run organization

1967 – Rice Radio begins with Hanszen College 
students transmitting at 2 watts across the college’s 
buzzer system. The next semester, the station moves to 
the Rice Memorial Center.

1971 – The FCC grants a broadcast license to KTRU.

1980 – Students increase the transmission to 650 
watts.

1991 – As a result of a Rice University deal with 
KRTS 92.1FM, KTRU is boosted to 50,000 watts to 
allow KRTS to increase its own wattage without signal 
interference. The larger transmitter and funds for its 
ongoing maintenance are endowed by KRTS. When 
informed of the new arangement, the students of KTRU 
express concerns to administrators about the potential 
for increased university control. They are “promised up 
and down that the administration [is] not going to take 
away any programming control from KTRU at the pres-
ent time, nor [will] it ever in the future.”
1993–the 7 original members of the Wu Tang 
Clan visit the ktru station
2000 – Administrators lock student DJ’s out of the sta-
tion during a dispute related to pressure for increased 
athletics broadcasting. After public outcry, the station 
returns to the air under the auspices of the KTRU 
Friendly Committee (KFC), created to serve as conduit 
for programming suggestions.

2010 –  ONLY after the story is 
leaked to the Houston Press are stu-
dents notified by Rice administrators 
that the station’s transmitter and li-
cense are to be sold to the University 
of Houston.

the current situation:
 what is up with ktru?
The Rice University administration, under the lead-
ership of President David Leebron, has made the 
unilateral decision to sell the broadcasting capabil-
ities of KTRU to the University of Houston.  These 
assets, which have been offered for $9.5 million, 
include our call letters, FCC broadcasting license, 
and 50,000 watts radio transmission tower.  KTRU 
could be forced to be an internet-only station.  This 
switch would kill one of Houston’s last remaining 
sources of local, independent programming sta-
tions.  

why should rice students 
care?
Although, the sale HAS NOT BEEN FINAL-
IZED, the decision to make the sale was made 
in secret specifically to exclude input from Rice 
students and alumni. This decision empowers the 
administration to take away a lot of what makes 
Rice unique--the residential colleges, the wet cam-
pus, and the student-control of O-Week--without 
concern for student opinon.

it’s not a “done deal”
 The sale has not been finalized, and the transfer of 
the FM frequency and license must be approved by the 
FCC.  There are still opportunities for public comments 
and opposition, and we plan to work hard to stop this 
sale.  For more information on the details, and how you 
can help, please visit savektru.org

This sale can and WILL be 
stopped--but not without the 
support of Rice students
 what can you do?
If you’re interested in protecting student 
organizations, here’s what you can do to 
help keep KTRU on the airwaves:

•Come to our Open Forum with 
the administration this Wednes-
day at 7:30pm in Sewall 301 and 
get free pizza, CDs, and a FREE 
T-SHIRT!
•Listen to KTRU--like the local show 
and the hip hop show on tuesday 
nights (for a full schedule, go to ktru.
org)
•Email President Leebron at 
president@rice.edu 
•Apply to be a DJ at ktru.org--appli-
cations due Friday, Sept. 3rd
•Spread the word--talk to your col-
lege masters and professors about 
KTRU
•Visit savektru.org
•Did we mention that you can get 
an AWESOME FREE T-SHIRT?!

support 
student
organizations!


